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On the night after the battle of Monmouth, the British marched off to the northeast, heading for the high ground at Middletown. The British reached Sandy Hook on the 5th of July and used their pontoon boats for a floating bridge to board transports the New York.  


After burying the dead of both sides the Americans advanced toward the Hudson River via New Brunswick. On the way they stopped for a day of rest on July 4 to celebrate the second anniversary of the Declaration of Independence.


In the meantime American General Charles Lee had requested a Court Martial to clear his name for misconduct at the Battle of Monmouth.  The Court Martial was convened on July 4 in New Brunswick and moved to Paramus and then North Castle in Westchester County in New York.  Here the veterans of Monmouth met the remainder of the American Army from Valley Forge. Their objective was to watch the British army in New York City and be sure that the English would not make another attempt to separate New England from the rest of the colonies.


Lee’s Court Martial ended in August and found him guilty of all charges. As a result he was suspended from the army a year.  Lee tried to overturn the decision and was removed from further service by the Continental Congress.


General Washington and his staff decided to settle in Somerset county on the south side of the Wachung Mountains for the winter of 1778-1779 in order to be close to the British in New York. He also thought it would be easier to supply his army there.  It was a milder winter than the army had endured the previous year at Valley Forge.  The camp became known as “Middlebrook” and Washington made his Headquarters the Wallace House, which can be visited as a historic site.


Not much happened on the New Jersey front in 1779. On December 1 Washington took his army into winter camp at Morristown, where he had previously spent the winter of 1776-1777. Unfortunately for the army, the winter of 1779-1780 at Morristown was the coldest of the war. The site of the Morristown encampment at Jockey Hollow is now a National Historical Park.


The largest action in New Jersey after Monmouth occurred in June 1780 when a British force under Knyphausen moved from New York to Elizabethtown and began a march on Morristown. He was defeated at Connecticut Farms (now Union) on June 7 and at Springfield on June 23. As a result of these two actions, the British were forced to evacuate most of their holdings in New Jersey. They would spend most of the rest of the war within their lines at New York, closely watched by American forces in northern New Jersey and on the lower Hudson.


The most significant event in New Jersey in the later part of the war occurred in the spring of 1782 when American Militia Captain Joshua Huddy was captured at Toms River. On April 12 the British hanged Huddy at Middletown in Monmouth County in retaliation for one of their partisans whom the Americans had slain. His execution caused so much tension that Washington ordered a British Captain, Charles Asgill, to be executed in retaliation. The affair was finally ended when Asgill’s family persuaded the King of France to intervene on his behalf. Asgill was released and lived to a ripe old age.

